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TRIVIA:  What two Denton County Rural Schools were known locally by the nicknames, ñPossum 
Trotò and ñRabbit Ridgeò?  Where were they located?     Answer on Page 5  

 

On Saturday, April 12, 2014 at 

the Courthouse-on-the-Square, 

from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
The Denton County Historical Commission will host 

its first annual Denton County Heritage Festival on the 
lawn of the historic Courthouse on the Square. The 
Heritage Festival is set to coincide as closely as possi-
ble with the anniversary of the founding of Denton 
County on April 11, 1846. 

Those of us on the planning committee for the Festi-
val foresee it as a yearly event that will, each spring, 
focus on a different period of our countyôs history. 

This year, the Festival will commemorate the Civil 
War-Reconstruction Eras (1861-1877) in Denton 
County. We hope to ñturn backò the Square to those 
early years in our countyôs history. To that end, mem-
bers of the Denton County Historical Commission and 
volunteers, in period costume, will fill the lawn of the 
Courthouse on the Square from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. Activities on the lawn will include: 

 

1. An opening ceremony, beginning at 10:00 a.m., 
featuring Master of Ceremonies Don McClure, 
County Judge Mary Horn, the Denton Com-
munity Band, the Guyer High School Honor 
Guard, and five ñHistoric County Officialsò -- 
District Judge Joseph A. Carroll (portrayed by 
volunteer Mark Glasschroeder); County Judge 
Tom Hogg (portrayed by Commission Member 
D J Taylor); County Treasure Henderson Mur-
phy (portrayed by volunteer Gil Guerrero); and 
County Sheriff W.F. Egan (portrayed by Com-
mission Member Connie Baker). 

2. Childrenôs storytime and crafts, led by Lesley 
Coleman and her group of volunteers, under 
the theme ñOnce Upon a County.ò 

 3. Union and Confederate military re-enactors. 

 4. The Denton Community Market, displaying pe-
riod-style produce and crafts. 

 5. A Bluegrass-Folk Music Concert by the Mon-
tage County Volunteers, who are driving all 
the way from Montague County to participate. 

. 

Local merchants, with encouragement from the Main  

 

Denton Countyôs first ñCourthouse-on-the
-Squareò circa 1876.  Photo:  Portal to Texas History, 

http://texashistory.unt.edu/  

 

Street Association, are being invited to decorate their 
establishmentsô windows as if each establishment was, 
for the day, its most famous historic business from the 
Civil War-Reconstruction period. 

Inside the courthouse, displays from various county 
communities and from the UNT Portal to Texas History, 
will educate the public on our countyôs fascinating his-
tory. 

   At 1:00 p.m., the attention will move inside to the 
historic Commissioners Courtroom, where our Mini-
Chautauqua will be presented. ñMark Twainò (portrayed 
by Denton County attorney John P. Knouse) will read 
his essay, The Private History of a Campaign That 
Failed, a fictionalized account of Twainôs own two-week   

See ñHeritage Festivalò on p.11 
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Chairmanôs Corner with Beth Stribling  

Linking History  

History is history ïso to speak.  We all like to visit historic 
houses, museums, cemeteries, and other historic sites in towns 
in our county or state.  It is a visual feeling we get when discov-
ering some never before seen historic building or revisiting fa-
vorite historic sites.  In todayôs world, we are learning that 
knowledge from historical research does not always require an 
onsite visit or hours and hours in a library searching through 
numerous files and books.  It can happen at your desk on your 
own computer.  These websites that tell us about the significant 
events of our countyôs history are ever expanding links to the 
future with a focus on the past through technology.    No histo-
rian, county historical commissioner or local preservationist can 
afford to be out of the main stream when it comes to this tech-
nology and how to use it.    

More and more important historical records about Denton 
County are becoming available to us from progressive web-
sites, such as the Texas Historical Commission, Denton County 
Historical Commission, the University of North Texas Portal to 
Texas, Texas State Historical Association Handbook of Texas, 
our city libraries, etc.  THC describes itself as a gateway to 
Texas History. UNT Portal to Texas also uses the word 
ñgatewayò when describing what they do. These are indeed 
gateways and best of all, access is free.     

The THC History Program Division has received a Tex-
Treasures Grant to fund digitized records of all of the 3600 
RTHLs in the state.  Denton County has 15 of those RTHLs. 

This will be a great focus and addition to an overview of the 
important structures, buildings and houses that have been des-
ignated as RTHLs.  THC is in Austin but work will be done by 
the University of North Texas Portal to Texas here in Denton.   

DCHC recently submitted a letter in support of the The Col-
ony Libraryôs TexTreasures grant request to digitize The Little 
Elm Tide, The Little Elm Journal and various The Colony news-
papers. Don Beckel, a member of DCHC and resident of the 
Colony, has long been interested obtaining research materials 
about the town and asked us to support the libraryôs project. If 
approved this connection with the history of Little Elm and The 
Colony will provide researchers with a new and much needed 
primary-source link. UNT Portal of History will be digitizing 
these newspapers for public access. At a recent DCHC Execu-
tive Committee meeting we learned that DCHC 1st Vice Chair 
and Oral History Chair Tara Carlisle, who is on staff at UNT 
Digital Projects at Willis Library, that she will oversee the pro-
ject.  

The Denton County Historical Commission has a historical 
marker website available to the public at 
www.dentoncounty.com/historicalmarkers.  It lists all of the 
THC, DCHC and National Register of Historic Places that have 
historical markers showing location and directions, type and 
date of marker, inscriptions and photos.  When available elec-
tronically, each complete documented historical marker narra-
tive has been placed online.  THC required marker applications 
and narratives to be submitted electronically beginning with the 
2007 marker year.  Martin- Russell House in Denton, County 
Line Baptist Church and St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church 
in Pilot Point were the first markers to be submitted electroni-
cally in the fall of 2006.  DCHC has been able to place around 
30 electronic historical narratives on the website.  Remaining 
narratives will have to be scanned and then placed in the web-
site. A goal is to have all of the 109 marker narratives available.  
(This is a call for a volunteer interested in this worthwhile 

job ï if interested contact me!)    

Rachel Crowe, Denton County GIS Manager, and a mem-
ber of DCHC marker committee, has developed a huge county 
interactive map that locates all of the historical markers,    

See ñLinksò on p.11 

We Love Denton County! 
The reasons we love our county are many.  The 
following comments are an example of what weôve 
heard from county residents: 

Denton's landscapes are what make me so happy to call the 
county home. I love that the east is fairly timbered, while to the 
west, the wide prairies open up and the vistas become large 
and grand. It mirrors the county's history, encompassing the 
farm and the ranch, the urban and the rural. Whenever I come 
back from a trip and see the lake or the knobs or the post 

oaks, I feel a real sense of homecoming.ðRobin Cole -Jett  

 

Denton County is the best place to be! There are three rea-
sons why this is true.  First off, everyone loves the trees in 
Argyle. They make my day! All the houses are so lovely, too!  
Also, Providence has the best pool with a twisty slide! Paloma 
Creek doesnôt have a slide. Thatôs why providence is awe-
some!  Ok, Oak Shores has the best lake! Even the Lewisville 
Lake canôt beat the Oak Shores Lake. You can go fishing, and 
boating!  Denton County is the best place to be! What other 
county has so many things to do?ðColton Jennings , 1st 
Grade, Providence Elem. 

 

Look for more comments in this issue about 
why our residents love Denton County.  Each 

entry will have this background shading.  

http://www.dentoncounty.com/historicalmarkers
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By Dr. Lisa Westkaemper  

   How different would North Central Texas 
be if a certain group of early French settlers 
had been able to stay?  What French flavor 
might they have added to the pioneer mix if 
they had been able to stake out their poten-
tial utopia and make their mark on the 
Grand Prairie in Southwestern Denton 
County?  What might Justin look like now if 
those sturdy French idealists who came to 
Texas in 1848 had succeeded in establish-
ing their colony?  Would things be different 
if the Peters Colony had fulfilled their prom-
ises and built cabins, fenced acreage, pro-
vided a year's worth of  ammunition, guns, 
and farming implements for these 
"Socialistes"?   

   21st century city management teams 
brainstorm for hours about long-range 
plans, economic development, sustainable 
systems, green building materials, and 
planned developments. The new French 
had all that in place, in mid 19th century 
terms.  How grand would the adventure 
have been if those avant-garde (advance 
guard) members of the new Icarians had 
been able to implement their development 
plans and establish their diverse, renew-
able community?   

   The new Texas French believed in free-
dom of religion, freedom of speech, equal 
and free access to education, and the well-
known tenet of "do unto others as you 
would have others do unto you."  In addi-
tion, they believed in a societal support 
system that protected each member of the 
group and utilized their individual talents in 
order to create a sustainable environment 
to be enjoyed by all who were united under 
a single cause - community. 

   The New Icarians were a middle class 
group of French idealists whose uniting 
principles of peace, justice, equality, and 
fraternity stood the test of time, even 
though their first attempt at settlement in 
the United States did not.  The original land 
contract for these settlers was negotiated 
by their founder, Etienne Cabet, and W. S. 
Peters in London in early September of 
1847.  Cabet appointed Adolphe Gouhe-
nant to lead the "Premiere Avante-garde", 
a group of sixty-nine Icarian settlers who 
sailed from Le Havre, France on February 
3, 1848 and arrived in New Orleans on 
March 27, 1848.  On March 31st  they 
boarded a steamship, which they believed 
would take them up the Mississippi River, 
allow them to connect with the Red River, 
and thereby transport them close to their 
final destination without a great deal of 
difficulty.  Unfortunately, the Red River was  

 

The New Icaria settlers plans for estab-
lishing farms and businesses could not 
overcome the obstacles of nature and 
man.  Drawing:  Icaria.net 

 

not navigable beyond Shreveport, Louisi-
ana because of a vast dam of trees up-
rooted by seasonal rains.  The new French 
settlers were met by Cabet's agent, 
Charles Sully, and escorted to a settlement 
in Titus County named Sulphur Prairie, 
where they rested for a few days.  The lead 
party made their arduous cross-country 
journey to Cabet's New Icaria, located at 
the confluence of Denton Creek and Oliver 
Creek, just north of the current city limits of 
Justin.  In addition to inhospitable climatic 
conditions, the settlers met with the near 
insurmountable complexities of the Peters' 
contract.   

   Gouhenant returned to Sulphur Prairie to 
gather the remainder of the initial party, 
and this second group arrived in New Icaria 
on June 1, 1848.  Additional settlers arrived 
on August 29, 1848, led by Pierre Favard.  
The Peters' contract provided that the Icari-
ans would be allocated thousands of acres 
in sections and half-sections, as well as 
bonus acreage which doubled the alloca-
tion.  The contract promised to furnish pro-
visions and assist with all aspects of settle-
ment, however the nearest Colony store 
was in Stewartsville, a location too distant 
to be of immediate service to the settlers.  
The agreement proved to be too much for 
the financially and organizationally chal-
lenged Peters Colony and promises were 
broken.   

   The nearly abandoned settlers, stranded 
without access to adequate supplies and 

materials, also labored under the details of 
the contract timeline.  In order to fully qual-
ify for the land grants, the settlers were to 
have made improvements on each parcel 
of non-contiguous land by July 1st, little 
more than one month after their arrival.  
Improvements included a cabin or building 
and evidence of an adequate start at sus-
tainable business endeavors, either agricul-
ture or livestock.  These limitations, com-
bined with the hardships encountered by 
people expecting a climate similar to that 
which they left behind in France, proved to 
be overwhelming for the settlers.  Illness, 
fever, harsh climatic conditions, broken 
promises, the stress of unrealistic dead-
lines, and the debilitating effects of dashed 
dreams combined to cost the lives of nearly 
one-fourth of the settlers.  The community 
buried the last of the fever victims, and 
abandoned the territory in September of 
1848.  The remainder of the settlers re-
turned to Sulphur Prairie, journeyed to 
Shreveport, and finally arrived back in New 
Orleans.  The survivors of the Texas deba-
cle were later joined by their founder, Ca-
bet, and they moved to establish a colony 
in Illinois and subsequent colonies in Mis-
souri, Iowa and California. 

     The French settlers in Texas hoped to 
be able to grow crops, such as grapes, that 
they had produced in their native country.  
Subsequent agricultural development of 
Justin and the north Texas prairie led to the 
area being a leader in production of wheat, 
corn, and cotton.  The French influence 
could have established grapes as a viable 
crop, long before the 21st century trend 
towards award-winning Texas wines.  
While areas later to be called Texas were 
still being roamed by buffalo and Native 
Americans, France was experiencing peri-
ods of enormous cultural significance in the 
fine arts, architecture, politics, and sociol-
ogy.  France had already experienced a 
social revolution that was based on the 
vastly different life available to the "haves" 
and the "have nots".  The Icarians believed 
in social equality and community in a way 
that pre-dated recognition in the United 
States (and Texas) of the need for Civil 
Rights, Women's Equality and community 
wide social services.   

   There is no doubt that the course of his-
tory and cultural development would have 
been very different if the New Icarian col-
ony had persisted.  The Justin and north 
Texas areas would have been infused with 
a French sensibility and a heightened level 
of European cultural and social awareness.  
How cool would that have been? 

                        ðDr. Lisa Westkaemper 

The 1848 French Icarians; What ifé? 
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By Rynell Novak  

 

The goal of planting 2,000 redbud trees 
on the campus of Texas Woman's Univer-
sity (TWU) was announced by  President 
Dr. L. H. Hubbard in 1930.  He imple-
mented a long-term beautification pro-
gram with the goal of planting 2,000 red-
bud trees on the campus, plus live oaks 
and many other trees and shrubs.    

Dr. L. H. Hubbard  

Dr. Hubbard was named fifth President 
of the College of Industrial Arts (CIA) on 
February 10, 1926, his 44th birthday. He 
had been Dean of Students at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin (UT) prior to his 
appointment, and earned his PhD from 
UT during his tenure as President of CIA.   

Immediately after his appointment as 
President, he set about moving the col-
lege forward in educational and academic 
areas, beginning graduate level courses 
in the summer of 1930. There was so 
much advancement in the programs of 
the college that he recommended to the 
Board of Regents that the name of the 
school should be changed; in 1934 it be-
came the Texas State College for Women 
(TSCW).   

Much progress was made also in the 
building program on the campus, includ-
ing one of his favorite projects, the fa-
mous Little Chapel-in-the-Woods.  Stu-
dents were heavily involved in the build-
ing of the Chapel and it was dedicated in 
1939 by First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt.  
(See Note #1.) 

Campus Beautification Plan  

With an emphasis on campus beautifi-
cation, Dr. Hubbard relied upon Fred 
Westcourt, the Director of Rural Arts, and 

Willie Isabella Birge, 
Chair of Biology and a 
noted horticulturist, to 
develop and execute the 
beautification plan.  

The thousands of red-
bud trees and Texas 
wildflowers gave the 
campus a reputation for 
natural beauty un-
matched in the area.  
Miss Birge planned the 
botanical gardens of the 
campus and as early as 
1926 she encouraged 
the systematic planting 
of trees, particularly 
redbuds, on the campus 
and in the community.   

After the retirement of 
Miss Birge and Mr. Westcourt, the gar-
dens on campus were neglected for a 
number of years.  Efforts to restore the 
gardens were begun in 1976 by TWU 
President Dr. Mary Evelyn Huey who had 
been to the gardens many times as a 
child.     

Self -Development Week and the 

Redbud Festival  

As part of his emphasis on developing 
the students in all phases of their lives, 
Dr. Hubbard established a Self-
Development Week that climaxed in the 
Redbud Festival.  The March 24, 1939, 
LASS-O student newspaper reported on 
assemblies during the week when two of 
the college departments made presenta-
tions.  The Speech Department gave lec-
tures on voice production and diction, and 
the Physical Education Department used 
pictures to stress the connection between 
good posture and self-development.     

Through the years the Redbud Festival 
became a big event each March.  The 
annual competition was based on aca-
demics, beauty, and poise. It concluded 
with a Coronation Ball celebrating the 
Redbud Queen.  In 1939, the first Queen, 
Ruth Vogel, was crowned by Dr. Hub-
bard.  (See Note #2.) 

Directed by the Office of Student Activi-
ties, the school continued to host the Fes-
tival until 1981.  In 1994, the Keep Denton 
Beautiful organization gave the Festival 
new life in honor of Denton's designation 
as the "Redbud Capital of Texas."   

Redbud Lane on TWU Campus  

The March 24, 1939,  LASS-O issue 
included a picture of a student on Redbud 
Drive on the campus.   The walk that 
came to be known as ñRedbud Laneò 
lapsed for years but TWU Chancellor and 

President Dr. Ann Stuart began re-
establishing the Lane after she took office 
in 1999. 

The Redbud Lane goes along drive-
ways and walkways, beginning at The 
Little Chapel-in-the-Woods, moving on 
behind the Fitness and Recreation Cen-
ter,  past the Library and Hubbard Hall, 
then between the Student Union, 
Stoddard, and The Administration and 
Conference Tower, in front of the Class-
room Faculty Office building, and then 
around Old Main.   

A redbud tree on the TWU campus  

 

Redbud Trail through the City of 

Denton  

As a part of the emphasis by Miss Birge 
of planting redbud trees in the City of 
Denton, the Denton Record Chronicle 
(DRC) reported on February 1, 1940, that 
the project was being revived.  Through 
the Civic Bureau of the Denton Chamber 
of Commerce it was the hope ñthat red-
bud [trees] will be planted closely along a 
number of streetsò and there could be 
ñcompletion of the red bud trail.ò (DRC, 
February 21, 1940)   

Stickers carrying the slogan ñLetôs 
Make Denton the Red Bud Cityò were 
distributed and some volunteers were ñto 
solicit residents relative to planting trees 
on their parkways, or just inside the 
yardsò for the Redbud Trail.  The volun-
teers were to pass on to residents the 
cost for the trees which were being pur-
chased in bulk.   

 

See ñRedbudsò on p.6 

 

     

Dr. Hubbardôs Plan to Paint the Town Red(bud) 
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Trivia Answer:  ñPossum Trotò was officially the Hilliard School located in todayôs Flower Mound 
immediately south of Bartonville.  ñRabbit Ridgeò was officially the Bernard School, north of Krum 
and southwest of the Bolivar community on Bernard Road. 

The Denton Monitor:  Pioneer of the Press  

 

By Alec Williams      

 

A surprising number of newspapers 
have been published in Denton since the 
city was founded in 1857. Among them are 
The Denton Beacon, The Denton Inde-
pendent, The Denton Times, The Denton 
Post, and The Denton County News. Most 
of these publications were short lived. 

One of the most famous nineteenth 
century Denton papers was The Denton 
Monitor. In 1868, a committee of Den-
tonites, headed by Mayor J.A. Carroll went 
to Greenville to convince the Greenville 
Independent to move to Denton. The group 
spoke to C.W. Geers, the publisher, and to 
the editor, Tom Burnett. Geers and Burnett, 
evidently liked the idea because they ac-
cepted almost immediately. The paper and 
its physical plant were brought to Denton. 
Years later, a Denton County News histori-
cal issue (December 8, 1905) claimed 
Geers and Burnett received a welcome 
"that amounted to almost an ovation" on 
their arrival. 

The paper set up shop on the upper 
story of the R.J. Battle and Co. building. 
The name was changed to The Denton 
Monitor, and it adopted the motto "Maintain 
the Right. Expose the Wrong." At this time, 
the staff of the paper was often armed. The 
threat of Indian attacks was still present 
here in 1868. The Monitor office, with its 
Washington hand press, became some-
thing of a tourist attraction. People had few 
sources of news in what was still a frontier 
settlement, and a newspaper office was 
unusual. The first issue of the Denton 
Monitor appeared on May 30, 1868. 
    At that time, the Monitor was bluntly rac-
ist. The civilian and military reconstruction 
authorities had disenfranchised the bulk of 
the white electorate in favor of the black 
electorate. It was one of many blunders 
that helped establish racial hatred in the 
South. 

The Monitor claimed the South's oppo-
sition to black voting rights was a matter of 
principle and that the majority of blacks 
would vote with the Southern whites. It 
would be a marvelous way to get rid of the 
Radical Republican regimes that controlled 
the South. The Radical Republicans were 
responsible for the Reconstruction policies 
that the Southerners hated, and as you 

may expect, The Monitor had few kind 
things to say about the Radical Republi-
cans. 

The Monitor also opposed the Ku Klux 
Klan. In the Monitor's opinion, the Klan was 
a Radical Republican plot to discredit the 
South. The paper had nothing nice to say 
about the Klan, either. In short, the Monitor 
was a paper that said what it pleased. Its 
comments about blacks were no worse 
than its comments about many whites. Its 
mixture of vim, vigor, and venom would 
probably get the paper sued by modern 
standards. 

The Monitor's opinion of Denton was 
another matter. The town and the paper 
must have had a love affair from the very 
first.  The Monitor was always ready to sing 
the praises of Denton, and in the first issue 
said, "We do not remember to have seen 
any other town in Texas possessing the 
advantages of situation that our town of 
Denton possesses." 

Of course, the Monitor suggested im-
provements. The city needed a new court-
house. At this time the center of the square 
was nothing but oak trees with the court-
house on the north side. A college should 
be established. On the whole, the Monitor 
remained Denton's biggest fan. 

The advertisements are interesting. 
The local ads are full of memorable names 
in Denton history: Piner, Welch, Ross, Mur-
phy, Mounts. Merchants from Greenville, 
Jefferson, and Shreveport advertised in the 
Monitor, too. There was no railroad here in 
1868, and the three cities were major distri-
bution points for goods. 

The Monitor also reported on such 
things as prayer meetings and amateur 
theatricals. When John Chisum returned to 
Denton County from West Texas, the news 
he reported was printed in the Monitor. The 
Monitor was a community oriented source 
of news for the people of this city and 
county. 

Sources vary as to when the Monitor 
ceased publication, but it did continue. Bur-
nett left The Monitor after thirty-one weeks, 
and Geers took over the role of editor. The 
Monitor office burned in 1878 when a type 
setter fell asleep, allowing a candle to burn 
down into a wooden box. Geers bought the 
Denton Review before the fire was out, and 
the public never missed an issue. 

By the 1890's, the papers' format was 
much more sophisticated. There's even a 
science column. The later Monitor more 
closely resembles a modern newspaper. If 
the old Monitor was a little rude, and pub-
lished opinions that are unattractive and 
unpleasant today, it nevertheless had the 
stance of a scrappy fighter. If the later 
Monitor was more suave and sophisticated, 
it never forgot its motto: "Maintain the Right
-Expose the Wrong." 

Times had changed, though. By 1897, 
Denton had railroads and a public school 
system. It had one of the two universities 
that is has today. There was a courthouse 
on the center of the square. Indian raids 
were a thing of the past, as was Radical 
Republican rule of' Texas. Denton was a 
town with electricity, running, water, and 
telephones. The old frontier town was gone 
forever. Times had changed. 

The Monitor made many contributions 
to the history of Denton as a community-
oriented newspaper. It also made a contri-
bution for the future. One of the printer's 
devils employed by the Monitor was James 
Williams. Williams founded The Chronicle 
in 1882. The Chronicle was later sold to the 
Denton County Record, which in turn be-
came the Denton Record-Chronicle. 
 
Alec Williams is an associate member of 
the Denton County Historical Commission, 
a writer and a descendant of Denton 
County pioneers.  This article originally 
appeared in The Street Level News a few 
years ago. 

We Love Denton County! 

 

From the award-winning quarter horse 
ranches to the metro area, Denton 
County has a very diverse population.  If 
you long for the simpler rural life or 
the  hustle and bustle of the Metroplex, 
you can find it in Denton County.  From 
state champion high school sports 
teams to the Texas Motor Speedway, 
you can find it here.  Thereôs also UNT, 
TWU and NCTC and all they have to 

offer as well.ðDavid Mollen  
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Denton County has gone ñtwo-for-twoò in the 2013 application 
process for Texas Historical Commission (THC) makers.  The 
Denton County Historical Commission (DCHC) was notified in late 
January that both the 1922 steel bridge over the Elm Fork of the 
Trinity River along FM 428 near Aubrey and the City of Justin 
were approved by the THC board. 

The two markers join the Undertold Story marker awarded the 
county last summer for the Harrington, Cassady and Clark ceme-
teries, three traditionally African-American cemeteries near Little 
Elm. 

The Justin marker narrative, sponsored by the City of Justin, 
was researched and written by Dr. Lisa Westkaemper, a member 
of both the Justin City Council and the DCHC.   

ñThe more I got into it, the more I realized there was a signifi-
cant history in Justin that I was not aware of,ò said Westkaemper.  
Her research led to extensive findings about the 1848 French 
Socialist colony, New Icaria, and to information about the family 
connection of the townôs namesake, Walter Justin Sherman, to 
President Rutherford B. Hayes, as well as the story of local con-
fectioner/historian/writer, J. E. ñBradò Bradley. 

 

A mural at Justin commemorates the townôs establishment 
with the coming of the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe railroad  

Morgan Davis, DCHC member and head of special collections 
at the University of North Texas Libraries, wrote the narrative for 
the Elm Fork Bridge.  The marker was sponsored by the DCHC 
Historical Research and Marker Committee.  The structure be-

comes the second bridge in the County to be designated as a 
Recorded Texas Historical Landmark (RTHL).  The first was the 
Old Alton Bridge over Hickory Creek. 

The Elm Fork Bridge was part of what was then the State High-
way 10 project that connected Denton south to Fort Worth and 
north to Sherman.  As part of a state effort to improve roads, it 
was one of the first two-lane bridges in the county and was, at the 
time of its construction, the largest bridge in Denton County.  It 
also importantly provided a more direct line for travelers between 
Denton and Aubrey.  

The bridge was kept in place when FM 428 was widened in the 
1990s and is part of the Greenbelt Trail between Ray Roberts 
Lake and Lewisville Lake.  ñPeople are still using it every day, 
walking and biking,ò said Davis.  ñWhen people use it, they have 
an opportunity to learn a little bit more about the history of Denton 
County.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Elm Fork Bridge on FM 428 was one of the first two -
lane bridges in Denton County  

The Harrington, Cassady and Clark narrative was written by 
UNT graduate student Chelsea Stallings.  The cemeteries date to 
the 1870s, with Harrington being at its original location and the 
adjacent Cassady and Clark cemeteries were moved there in the 
1950s when Lewisville Lake/Garza-Little Elm Reservoir was built.  
The fall 2013 edition of Retrospect carried a story about the 
cemeteries receiving their marker. 

 

Quotes in this story are from an article in the Denton Record-Chronicle. 

Denton County ñTwo-for -Twoò Winning State Markers 

Redbuds  continued from p.4  

The Trail started at the TSCW campus, went across town to the 
UNT campus and then back to TWU.  The streets included at 
least the following: North Locust, Sycamore (both East and West 
from Bernard Street), West Oak, Fulton, Congress and Oakland.             

By April of 1940, the Chamber of Commerce reported that 
about 65% of the original 40 blocks planned for the Trail had been 
planted.  Plans were to begin planting again in November with a 
goal of 1,000 trees planted ñexclusive of those at the two col-
leges.ò  The planting was interrupted by the start of World War II, 
but by 1945 it was reported that the Trail was about 75% com-
plete.  (See Note #3.)  

 

NOTE #1: The writerôs mother played the piano for one of the first wed-

dings in the Chapel. 
NOTE #2: Dr. Hubbardôs youngest child, George recalled his dad crown-
ing the Redbud Queen each year.   
NOTE #3: This report is especially important to the writer because the 
Trail ran in front of her family home on Fulton Street in 1945, and the base 
of one of the original redbud trees is still alive there. 

We Love Denton County! 

I love Denton County because it has preserved (and continues to 
preserve) its rich history!  I have lived many places but none that 
is as dedicated and serious about maintaining and keeping the 
past alive.  Denton does it in a way that the historical landmarks 
are either still in use or have been restored or revered to maintain 

their former charm.ðCerise Blair  


